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Rites of Passage has been nothing  
less than a wild adventure.

Last November, after an explosive event 
themed on Justice at the former Special 
Criminals Courtroom, Róise Goan, 
Director of the Dublin Fringe Festival 
invited us to produce an experience 
which would become the ‘spine’ of 
the 2013 Fringe Festival. She saw The 
Trailblazery as a potential holder for  
her themes of revolution and citizenship 
and sensed that the Trailblaze format 
could be a dynamic way for participants 
to engage with ideas of activism and 
social justice. 

We took some time to think, dream, 
feel and sense what we were being 
invited to respond to. Then, as the year 
fortuitously unfolded, each of us in 
The Trailblazery team found ourselves 
exploring themes of rites of passage 
in our own lives - Kathy in Colorado,  
Clare in Greece and Ciara in Ireland. 
Through travel, deep conversations 
and our own lived experience, a huge 
question collectively emerged for us: 
What would it feel like to take a nation 
through its own rite of passage? Very 
quickly the project started to take 
shape and new questions showed up:  
‘If we put Ireland on a psychologist’s 
couch, what stories would be told?  
What are the key moments in our 
collective history that have shaped 
our thinking, behavior and experience? 
Where can we go from here?’ Rites of 
Passage became one big inquiry. 

At the heart of our work is a belief 
in highlighting the stories and spirit 
of trailblazers who are challenging 
and evolving our current narratives 
on an individual, national and global 
level. So, in that spirit, we have cast the 
search far and wide and are delighted 
to now welcome speakers who have 
travelled from Canada, US, UK, Iceland, 
Australia and Greece to be with us  
for the project. We are also inspired to 
be collaborating with Nina Hynes and 
100 children from St. Brigid’s School 
in Killester, taking these extraordinary 
young voices on the Rites of Passage 
journey with us.

Like any good adventure, Rites of 
Passage is promising twists and turns, 
highs and lows. It will take us on a  
deep investigation into where we have 
come from, where we find ourselves  
and where we are headed. We are 
trusting our instinct and intuition on 
this journey through time and space, 
allowing our selves to be taken where  
we need to go. 

We all know it is time to cross this 
threshold, rock the boat, turn the tide, 
step up and participate in creating the 
type of society we want to live in.  
Rites of Passage is our contribution. 

Welcome aboard. Let’s blaze  
some trails... 

Clare Mulvany, Kathy Scott  
and Ciara Cavanagh

ABOUT THE TRAILBLAZERY WELCOME

We are an Irish collective who like 
to create social experiences that 
make meaningful connections and 
collaborations happen. Sometimes 
it is hard to put The Trailblazery in a 
box – we tend to shape shift and flock 
in moving patterns. We love to connect 
people from different walks of life with 
sharp minds and open hearts. We are 
bottom up. We seek out unusual spaces, 
host established and emerging voices, 
weave a thread of curious themes 
and join these converging dots as one 
big conversation starter. We believe 
that mashing all this up builds a vital 
platform for people with projects and 
ideas to blaze beautiful trails.

So maybe we exist as a sticky 
social glue, joining dots between a 
constellation of diverse people who are 
stepping up, rocking the boat and living 
their truth in their own spectacular 
or intimate way. We started this wild 
adventure in 2011. Since then we 
have hosted hundreds of DIY activists, 
mavericks, visionaries, critical thinkers, 
artists, musicians, social entrepreneurs, 
provocateurs, luminaries and pioneers. 
We have taken The Trailblazery 
on tour around Ireland, inhabiting 
abandoned buildings, historic landmark 
venues, courthouses, churches, 
fields and forgotten spaces. We have 
made magical collaborations with 
festivals such as Galway Arts Festival, 
Body and Soul, Cork Midsummer 
Festival and Dublin Fringe Festival.

The journey continues to evolve.



INTERNATIONAL HEDGE SCHOOL 
MASTERCLASSES

Sunday September 08  
Rites of Passage with 
John Fox & Sue Gill (UK) 
12:00—14:00, The Fumbally 
Café.  Engineers of the 

Imagination, co-founders 
of the renowned Welfare 

State International, leading 
practitioners in Rites of Passage 
Training, authors of The Dead 
Good Guides and radical cultural 
provocateurs, John Fox and Sue 
Gill lead us into an exploration 
of the role of ceremony and 
celebration in contemporary 
society. 

Sunday September 15  
Harnessing the Power Within  
with Emeli Paulo & Tom Harkin 
(AUS) 12:00—14:00, The Fumbally 
Café. Change agents, activists and 
social entrepreneurs Emeli Paulo 
and Tom Harkins share their 
story of working with the REACH 
foundation to help over 500,000 
young people in Australia reach 
their fullest potential. 

Sunday September 22  
Sermon with Matthew Fox (USA)  
11:00—13:00, Trinity College Dublin. 
International author, non-violent 
activist and (r)evolutionary 
theologian Matthew Fox shares his 
understanding of sacred activism. 

Sunday September 22  
Living Wholeness with Maria 
Scordialos (GR) & Vanessa 
Reid (CAN) 14:00—16:00, Trinity 
College Dublin. Maria Scordialos 
and Vanessa Reid, co-founders of 
The Living Wholeness Institute, 
introduce us to their Living 
Wholeness practice and pattern; 
a way of approaching both 
internal and external systemic 
transformation.

...[EXISTENTIAL] CHANGES OF CONDITION DO NOT 
OCCUR WITHOUT DISTURBING THE LIFE OF SOCIETY 
AND THE INDIVIDUAL, AND IT IS THE FUNCTION 
OF RITES OF PASSAGE TO REDUCE THEIR HARMFUL 
EFFECTS. THAT SUCH ARE REGARDED AS REAL AND 
IMPORTANT IS DEMONSTRATED BY THE OCCURRENCE 
OF RITES, IN IMPORTANT CEREMONIES AMONG 
WIDELY DIFFERING PEOPLES, ENACTING DEATH IN 
ONE CONDITION AND RESURRECTION IN ANOTHER.  
—ARNOLD VAN GENNEP, THE RITES OF PASSAGE

You are invited on a journey - a passage 
through time and space crossing a 
constellation of cultural thresholds  
from our ancient past to our potential 
future. According to Joseph Campbell, 
the Rite of Passage is a way ‘for the 
individual to die to the past and be 
reborn to the future.’ This great quest is 
a human tradition that has existed from 
the beginning of time. 

The Rites of Passage project is an 
excavation of collective moments 
that have shaped our social, political, 
cultural and spiritual evolution. We 
hope to shine a light on influential 
happenings and experiences that have 
shaped who we are as people and 
where we might be going on this little 
island and beyond. Rites of Passage 
hosts a brilliant cast of national and 
international participants ready to 
explore, reveal and re-imagine this  
place we call home. 

We are also delighted to have the 
opportunity to collaborate with Nina 
Hynes and St. Brigid’s School, Killester 
to form a bespoke Rites of Passage 
children’s choir to perform  
at each event. 

International Hedge School 
Masterclasses will also take place 
around each Rites of Passage event.

THE TRILOGY

PAST PRESENT FUTURE



Noeline 
Kavanagh

Director. Writer. Artist.   
Noeline is currently artistic 
director of Macnas, an award-
winning sitespecific theatre, 
spectacle and processional 
company in the west of Ireland. 
Macnas have toured nationally 
and internationally, travelling 
with shows to Australia, China 
and Russia in 2013 and playing 
to audiences across Ireland at 
magic festivals and sites this 
summer. Noeline has worked  
with visual artists, composers, 
performers, designers, engineers, 
pyrotechnicians, puppeteers 
and  many acclaimed companies 
worldwide. www.macnas.com

Sunday September 08

EVOLVING  
OUR PAST 
What are the key milestones in our past that  
have left an indelible imprint on our psyche  
today? Evolving our Past uncovers the ancient  
codes, rituals, traumas, triumphs and experiences 
that have  moved us and formed us and continue  
to influence the world around us.

Guest Host

Geoff 
Fitzpatrick

Sacred 
Geometrician. Artist. Seeker. 
Having been introduced to 
mandalas while studying the 
pioneering work of Carl Jung, 
Geoff has spent the past 15 
years exploring the intersection 
of  geometry, spirituality and 
psychology through these 
symbols. Working with mandalas 
has opened Geoff to the 
profound power which geometry 
possesses to influence states of 
consciousness. The combination 
of meditative inner work with 
a contemplation of geometric 
patterns led him to a beautiful 
discovery - an awakening to 
a hidden underlying pattern 
and order to all of reality and a  
feeling of being fundamentally 
reconnected to the universe. 
www.mandalanature.com

Manchán 
Magan

Writer. 
Documentary-

Maker. Global Nomad. 
Author of three travel books 
and two novels, Manchán 
also writes the Magan’s 
World column for The Irish 
Times. He has presented and 
produced documentaries 
focusing on issues of world 
culture including a TG4 
series No Béarla that led to his 
bilingual plays Broken Croí/Heart 
Briste and Bás Tongue (2009 and 
2011) and Focal Point (2013). 
Manchán lives in an oak 
forest in a self-made ‘hovel’ 
in Co. Westmeath.  
www.manchan.com  

Brother 
Richard 

Hendrick
Capuchin Franciscan  
Priest-Friar. Meditation 
Teacher. Brother Richard has 
worked extensively  with young 
people and their teachers at 
second and third levels through 
teaching meditation and 
mindfulness. His emphasis is on 
creating a holistic framework for 
the self-development of young 
people through the Christian 
Mystical Tradition. Brother 
Richard is head of chaplaincy 
at UCC, where he pioneered the 
Mindful Campus Initiative, a 
collaborative interdisciplinary 
and multi-faith approach to 
third level chaplaincy in the 21st 
century. www.uccchaplaincy.com

Christine 
Clear

Writer. Lecturer.  
Christine is a contemplative 
practitioner facilitator. She is 
the founding director of The 
Living Room- A Center for Silence 
and The Contemplative Arts, 
established in October 2008, 
which offers an urban space for 
refuge and healing. 
www.christineclear.org

Cilian 
Fennell

Consultant. 
Coach. 

Storyteller. Cilian grew 
up in Connemara in the west of 
Ireland where he first discovered 
his love of storytelling. After 
travelling extensively as a 
fisherman and sailor, he began 
a successful career in television 
working as a producer and later 
as a station manager which 
gave him a deep insight into 
communication, connection 
and engagement with a wide 
range of audiences. This led to a 
further exploration of narrative, 
mythology, religion and belief 
systems which Cilian uses widely 
in his work today as a consultant 
and communications coach. 
www.cilianfennell.com

John  
Fox

Artist. Activist. 
Rites of Passage 

Elder. From his early days 
as a dissident clown to his 
recent work creating rites for 
communities facing the death 
of their livelihoods, John has 
consistently sought to challenge 
received notions of spectacle and 
theatre. He formed Welfare State 
with Sue Gill and others in 1968 
and continues to be their artistic 
director and chief executive. 
He is also co-author, with Sue 
Gill, of the Dead Good Guides, 
practical handbooks to new rites 
of passage. 
www.deadgoodguides.com

Speakers



Keith 
Molony

Entrepreneur. 
Explorer. Philanthropist. 
Keith is founder and director of 
Stelfox Ltd., an awardwinning 
recruitment business, and of 
Indreni Children’s Charity based 
in Kathmandu. He serves on 
the Sustainability Advisory 
Board of Soar, the independent 
national youth outreach 
movement. A keen explorer of 
indigenous cultures, Keith strives 
to incorporate the great wisdom 
and teaching of many of these 
cultures into how he lives his day 
to day life. www.stelfox.ie

Patrick 
O’Connor

Author. 
Geographer. 

Poet. Patrick has authored three 
major works on Ireland: Atlas of 
Irish Place - Names (2001), Fairs 
and Markets of Ireland: A Cultural 
Geography (2003) and Seeing 
Through Counties: Geography and 
Identity in Ireland (2006) and was 
twice awarded the Irish Historical 
Research Prize by the National 
University of Ireland. An avid 
reader of local landscapes and 
a writer of local studies, he has 
latterly turned to memoir writing 
with The New Houses (2009) and 
So Long to Coolanoran (2011).

Dolores 
Whelan

Educator. Author. 
Celtic Spiritual Guide. Dolores 
advocates for the re-emergence 
and celebration of the Celtic 
spiritual tradition in our present 
time. Education is her passion, 
having lectured in biochemistry 
and for the past 25 years 
working as an educator in the 
area of human and spiritual 
development. She is an author 
of several books, including 
Ever Ancient, Ever New - Celtic 
Spirituality for the 21st Century 
and a contributor to several 
anthologies, including Brigit Sun 
of Womanhood (2013).  
www.doloreswhelan.ie

Nóirín 
Ní Riain

Spiritual Singer. 
Theologian. Musicologist. 
Nóirín is an internationally 
acclaimed spiritual singer who 
has performed worldwide. 
She currently lives at the 
Benedictine monastery of 
Glenstal Abbey where she runs 
regular workshops and courses 
on many aspects of theology 
and Gregorian chant. A prolific 
recording artist, Nóirín has also 
written several books, the most 
recent being on her doctoral 
research entitled Theosony: 
Towards a Theology of Listening 
(Columba Press, 2011). 
www.theosony.com 

Caoimhín 
Ó Raghallaigh

Musician. Composer. Innovator.     
Caoimhín plays traditional and 
contemporary folk music on 
fiddle and hardanger d’amore. 
In addition to being a solo artist, 
he performs duos with accordion 
player Brendan Begley and 
uilleann piper Mick O’Brien.  
He plays as a part of Triúr with 
Martin Hayes and Peadar Ó Riada 
and is a member of The Gloaming 
and This Is How We Fly. Caoimhín 
writes contemporary material 
that explores the region where 
traditional music begins to 
disintegrate. www.irishmusic.net
Photo: Con Kelleher

Musicians

IN TRUTH, NOTHING EVER DISAPPEARS, 
NOTHING IS LOST. EVERYTHING THAT 
HAPPENS TO US IN THE WORLD PASSES 
INTO US. IT ALL BECOMES PART OF THE 
INNER TEMPLE OF THE SOUL AND IT CAN 
NEVER BE LOST. THIS IS THE ART OF THE 
SOUL: TO HARVEST YOUR DEEPER LIFE  
FROM ALL THE SEASONS OF EXPERIENCE.  
—JOHN O’DONOGHUE



Colm  
O’Gorman

Campaigner. Author. 
Provocateur.  Colm is executive 
director of Amnesty International 
Ireland and founder of One in 
Four. Author of Beyond Belief, 
Colm recounts his personal 
experience of shame, outrage 
and hope. He is a regular media 
commentator and contributor 
and has written extensively on 
social justice and human rights. 
Colm has made a number of 
documentary films including the 
BAFTA award-winning A Family 
Affair (2000), Suing the Pope (2002) 
and Sex Crimes and the Vatican 
(2006). http://colmogorman.com

STATE OF  
THE NATION
Our collective transition through the last  
century has been marked by revolution and war, 
occupation and freedom, scientific progress and 
global disaster, boom and bust. State of the Nation 
will capture exhilarating moments that have 
punctuated this journey and carried us kicking  
and screaming into 2013.

Guest HostSunday September 15

Lelia Doolan
Producer. Lecturer. Activist.  
Lelia was once described as mad, 
bad and dangerous. People don’t 
like questions and Lelia has plenty 
of them to ask. Always a visionary 
with a fighting spirit, Lelia 
began her work as an actor but 
shortly moved into directing and 
producing where she has created 
everything from The Riordans 
to 2012 IFTA award-winning 
documentary Bernadette: 
Notes on a Political Journey. 
She continued her role in film 
as lecturer and chairperson 
of the Irish Film Board.  Lelia 
is the founder of Galway Film 
Fleadh. And the message is 
simple… Cherish uncertainty. 
Cherish failure. Cherish poverty. 
Cherish ourselves.

Ursula 
Browne
Healer. 
Survivor. 

Shaman.     
Ursula 

experienced the trauma of 
childhood rape and the hardship 
that followed an interrupted 
education. As a mature student, 
she completed a community 
development and leadership 
course with NUI and studied 
psychotherapy at the Irish 
Institute of Holistic Medicine.  
A qualified shamanic practitioner 
and teacher of meditation, Ursula 
works with trauma through the 
tools of soul retrieval. She assists 
others in their journey to heal and 
let go of the past and be present 
in relationships.

 

Catriona 
Crowe
Archivist. 
Editor. Leader.     

Catriona is 
head of special 

projects at the National Archives 
of Ireland and manager of the 
Irish Census Online Project. Editor 
of Documents on Irish Foreign 
Policy and Dublin 1911, she holds 
numerous leadership positions 
as vice-president of the Irish 
Labour History Society, former 
president of the Women’s History 
Association and currently serves 
as chairperson of the Irish Theatre 
Institute. Catriona is chairperson 
of the SAOL Project based in the 
North Inner City, a rehabilitation 
initiative for women with 
addiction problems. She  
is a member of the  
Royal Irish Academy.  
www.nationalarchives.ie

Zlata  
Filipovic
Writer. Film 

Producer. 
Peace Maker.     

Zlata became 
renowned internationally when 
her teenage diary Zlata’s Diary, 
published in 1993 and chronicling 
life in war-torn Sarajevo, was 
an instant  bestseller. She has 
spoken extensively at schools 
and universities around the 
world about her experience 
and has worked with the Anne 
Frank House, UNESCO, the UN 
and UNICEF. Zlata now works in 
documentary film production. 
Her work has been recognised by 
numerous Irish and international 
film awards. She also serves 
on the executive committee of 
Amnesty International Ireland.
Photo: Dragana Jurisic 

Tony  
Griffin
Visionary. 
Writer.  

From realizing 
a childhood 

ambition of winning 
a GAA Hurling All Star to cycling 
across Canada raising money 
for the fight against cancer, Tony 
has dedicated his life to inspiring 
himself and others to live the life 
they were born to. He co-founded 
The Soar Foundation in 2011 as 
an independent youth national 
outreach movement, focused on 
developing confidence, self-
esteem and resiliency so that 
Ireland’s young people have the 
opportunity to dare to dream  
and  fulfill their potential.  
www.tonygriffin.ie

Speakers



EVOLVING OUR PAST

COLONISATION

IMMIGRATION
FAMINE

FOUNDING OF THE REPUBLICANCESTRAL  
LINEAGE

NORTHERN IRL. 
& CIVIL RIGHTSG.A.A

IRISH COUNTRY WOMEN

CELTIC SPIRITUALITY

SACRED SYMBOLS

LANGUAGE & MONKS

CODING THE LAND

WISDOM OF ANCESTORS

SACRED  
ACTIVISM

STATE OF THE NATION

TOUR GUIDES TO THE FUTURE

SYSTEMIC CHANGE

RITES OF PASSAGE

SCIENCE & COSMOS

PEOPLE ON THE MARGINS

DREAMLAND: ICELAND

INSTITUTIONS:  
FEAR, SHAME, GUILT

RELATIONSHIP TO AUTHORITY

UNSUNG VOICES
CONSCIOUSNESS & HEART

NEW DIPLOMACY: GREECE

DIY ACTIVISM

TECHNOLOGY & HUMAN VALUES

THE FUTURE THROUGH  
9 YEAR OLD EYES

SUSTAINABLE CITIES

CIVIL MARRIAGE

EVOLVING EDUCATION

BODY & SOUL

HARNESSING PERSONAL POWER



Andrew 
Hyland

Social Justice 
Activist. Equality 

Campaigner.  Andrew has worked 
for HIV/AIDS, traveller rights, 
LGBT youth issues and marriage 
equality. He holds an MSc 
in Equality Studies from the 
Department of Social Justice 
UCD and has taught there on 
human rights, social justice and  
inequality. He is passionate about 
the right of all humans to equality. 
Ireland is on the cusp  of a radical 
but difficult transformation as it 
frees itself from the shackles of the 
past and moves towards a more 
caring and just society.

 

Colm 
Keegan
Poet. Writer. 

Creative 
Writing 

Educator.  Colm 
has been shortlisted for the 
Hennessey New Irish Writing 
Award four times and for the 2008 
International Seán Ó Faoláin 
Short Story Competition. He 
won the 2010 All Ireland Poetry 
Slam and was nominated for the 
2011 Absolut Fringe’s ‘Little Gem’ 
Award for Three Men Talking About 
Things They Kinda Know About. 
He reviews for and  contributes 
material to RTÉ radio’s arts show 
Arena. His poetry collection 
Don’t Go There was published by 
Salmon Poetry in May 2012. 
http://theblogsthejob.blogspot.ie/

Marie 
Mulholland

Agitator. Writer. 
Dissenter.  Marie is a feminist. 
This analysis of the world has led 
her to fight for workers’ rights, 
anti-racism, communities in 
poverty and crisis, Palestinian 
rights and justice for women 
globally. She also worked on 
the 2008 Obama campaign and 
tries not to regret that despite 
enormous provocations. Born in 
Belfast, 30 years of conflict and 
an absence of democratic rights 
helped mould Marie’s radical 
views of the world and most 
particularly of Ireland. A sense 
of humour keeps her sane. Good 
wine and good friends make all 
things endurable. She currently 
runs a domestic violence support 
service and lives in West Cork.

Justine 
McCarthy
Writer. 
Broadcaster. 

Journalist.     
Justine is the 

current National 
Newspapers of Ireland Columnist 
of the Year. A senior writer with 
The Sunday Times, she has won 
various national journalism 
awards for features writing, 
news reporting and campaigning 
journalism. She has written 
two books: Mary McAleese: 
The Outsider (1999) and Deep 
Deception: Ireland’s Swimming 
Scandals (2009). She is an adjunct 
professor of Journalism at the 
University of Limerick.  
www.thesundaytimes.co.uk/sto 
/news/ireland

 

Mamo 
McDonald
Activist. 
Honorary 

President 
of the ICA. 

Feminist. Mamo has been 
working on ageing issues since 
1987 when she chaired Ireland’s 
first national day on ageing, an 
initiative that led to the setting 
up of Age & Opportunity. At 
age 70, Mamo began to attend 
UCD and she obtained an MA 
in Women’s Studies in 2002. A 
long-time member of the Irish 
Countrywomen’s Association, 
Mamo became well-known for 
her leadership. She regards as her 
most important achievement the 
raising of her 11 children. 
www.ageandopportunity.ie

Mícheál 
Ó Muircheartaigh

Kerryman. Teacher. 
GAA Commentator.  Born  
in 1930, Mícheál worked as a 
teacher at both the primary 
and secondary levels and as 
a political correspondent 
and presenter with Raidió Na 
Gaeltachta. According to the 
Guinness Book of Records, he 
set a world record for his length 
of time as sports commentator 
with RTÉ and RNG from 1949 
to 2010. Mícheál is married to 
Helena. They have eight children 
- four in Ireland and the others 
in neighboring parishes from 
Singapore to London.

Avril 
Stanley

Business Woman.  
Shape-Shifter.  Mum.  Avril 
is a therapist, traveller and 
determined platespinner 
who believes in the power of 
imagination. Avril is a co-creator 
of the Body&Soul Festival, now 
in its third year. Her training as 
a psychotherapist and shiatsu 
practitioner has encouraged 
her  to bring the holistic side of 
things to one of Ireland’s favourite 
festivals. http://bodyandsoul.ie

Eleanor 
Tiernan
Comedian. 
Writer. 

Truth-teller.  In 
addition to her live 

performances, Eleanor 
has numerous TV credits to 
her name including Channel 
4‘s Comedy Lab series, Maeve 
Higgins’ Fancy Vittles, RTÉ’s The 
Savage Eye, The Eleventh Hour 
and Irish Pictorial Weekly. She has 
appeared on The Panel, Republic 
of Telly, Tonight with Craig Doyle 
and Stand and Deliver. Eleanor 
was a featured comedian on 
Stewart Lee’s Alternative Comedy 
Experience on Comedy Central. 
www.lisarichards.ie/comedians/
eleanor-tiernan-comedian

Daithí  
Ó Drónaí

Fiddle-Player.  
House Music-Maker. Loopstation 
Tweaker.  Hair-flicking bundle of 
energy, Daithí has had brushes 
with TV talent shows (TG4’s The 
All-Ireland Talent Show) and 
has appeared on stages the 
length and breadth of Ireland to 
crammed festival tents. He has 
supported the likes of DJ Shadow, 
Santigold, Macklemore and Ryan 
Lewis, De La Soul and ToddTerje. 
Daithí frequently has studio 
excursions with various members 
of the country’s close-knit 
underground community. His new 
single is called Chameleon Life.  
www.daithi.ie

LET EVERYTHING HAPPEN 
TO YOU, BEAUTY AND 
TERROR. JUST KEEP GOING, 
NO FEELING IS FINAL.  
—RAINER MARIA RILKE

Musician



Ruairí  
McKiernan

Dreamer. Schemer. Social 
Justice Campaigner. Ruairí is a 
Cavan born community worker. 
In 2011, he was appointed to 
Ireland’s Council of State by 
President Michael D Higgins. He 
founded the pioneering youth 
organisation SpunOut.ie. More 
recently, he has gone back to his 
freerange freelancing ways and 
is busy writing for newspapers, 
public speaking and advising 
various community organisations. 
In July 2013, Ruairí completed 
a month long Hitching for Hope 
listening tour of Ireland.  
www.community.ie

TOURGUIDES 
TO THE FUTURE
Where are we headed? We are witnessing a burst  
of accelerating shifts in human creative capacity.  
The world is unfolding with infinite possibilities 
every second. Tourguides to the Future spirals into 
the chaos of complexity and the pulse of potential 
that lies ahead. Fasten your seatbelts as we head  
towards a new frontier.

Guest HostSunday September 22

Lizbeth 
Goodman 

Innovator. 
Professor. 

Technological 
Creative. Lizbeth is a renowned 
expert on digital inclusion, early 
learning, special needs education 
and lifelong learning. She invents 
new interfaces and learning 
models to address different 
learning styles of all levels of 
intellectual and physical ability 
across all cultures and languages. 
Lizbeth is professor of Inclusive 
Design for Education and chair of 
Creative Technology Innovation at 
UCD, where she is an executive for 
the Innovation Academy and chair 
of the Social Sciences Committee 
for the Royal Irish Academy. 
http://smartlab-ie.com

Ali  
Grehan 
Architect. 
Revitaliser. 
Community 

Maker.  Ali was 
appointed Dublin 

City Architect in January 2008. 
Her career has involved private 
practice and work in the public 
and semi-state sector, the latter 
including the RPA, Fingal CoCo 
and Ballymun Regeneration. She 
was elected to the Council of the 
RIAI where she advocates for the 
value of better design by way of 
interdisciplinary collaboration. 
She devised and coordinated 
Dublin’s bid for World Design 
Capital in 2014, now continuing 
as PIVOT Dublin.  
www.dublincityarchitects.ie

Grace  
Dyas 
Writer. 
Director. 

Sometime 
Producer.  Grace 

is part of THEATREclub where 
she’s interested in making work 
about the city, equality and 
togetherness. She chooses to 
make theatre because it offers the 
opportunity for live discussion 
between artist and audience. 
She is currently working on THE 
TRILOGY, a story about Ireland in 
three parts - THE FAMILY (1) and 
HEROIN (2) are on tour around 
Ireland and HISTORY (3), a Public 
Art Commission, will premiere in 
December 2013.  
www.theatreclub.ie
 

Matthew  
Fox 
Theologian. 
Spiritual 
Maverick. 

Revolutionary. 
Matthew has 

spent the last 40 years 
advocating for a creation-centered 
spirituality of compassion and 
justice and re-sacralizing of the 
earth. He currently serves as 
an Episcopal priest, working 
with young people to create the 
Cosmic Mass to revitalize worship 
by bringing elements of rave to 
the western liturgical tradition. 
Matthew has worked extensively 
to reinvent forms of education. 
Key to that reinvention is putting 
creativity first.  
www.matthewfox.org

Speakers



Andri Snær 
Magnason 

Author. 
Activist. 

Filmmaker. Andri is 
an Icelandic writer whose work 
has been published in more than 
30 languages. His novel LoveStar 
won the 2013 Philip K. Dick Sci 
Fi Award and his children’s book 
The Story of the Blue Planet has 
just been released in Ireland and 
the UK. His documentary film 
Dreamland has travelled the 
world to film festivals. Andri has 
been one of Iceland’s leading 
activists in the last decade.  
www.andrimagnason.com 

Emeli  
Paulo
Speaker. 
Facilitator. 

Storyteller.  
Through her 

The Power Within 
You workshops, international 
adventure tours, life coaching and 
speaking events, Emeli empowers 
audiences to believe in the 
change they can individually and 
collectively create in the world. 
She has a commitment in 2013 
to speak to 10,000 people from 
all walks of life to inspire them to 
believe in the power within them 
and the impact they can have on 
the world. www.emelipaulo.com

Vanessa 
Reid

Systemic 
Transformer. 

Activist. Architect. 
Vanessa is a pioneering leader 
who brings her unique brand 
of artistry to the field of social 
innovation. Involved in the 
Finance Innovation Lab-UK, 
hosting in-depth learning with 
people and place, co-founding 
both The Living Wholeness 
Institute and SiZ-Hellas, she is 
witnessing massive change all 
around. As an architect, Vanessa 
creates spaces of individual and 
collective transformation. As 
a writer, she brings a depth of 
spiritual, reflective, body and 
awareness practices.  
www.the-lwi.org

 

Michael  
Ryan 
Yoga Teacher. 
Holistic 

Healer. 
Philosopher. 

Michael teaches 
yoga classes in Dublin and leads 
workshops, retreats and teacher 
trainings both nationally and 
internationally. He was voted 
Best Yoga Teacher in Dublin 2012 
by Hot Press. Michael teaches a 
form of hatha yoga, interweaving 
his experience of meditation and 
his love of philosophy and poetry 
with a skillful bio-mechanical 
technology that supports each 
student in moving safely within 
the practice of yoga.  
www.michaelryanyoga.com

Dylan 
Haskins

Broadcaster. 
DIY Activist. 

Filmmaker. Since 
the age of 15 when he wrote 
his first unanswered letter to 
a politician, Dylan has been 
proactive about demonstrating 
‘alternative ways of doing’ as a 
means to bring about change in 
his community. His attitude ‘there 
is always a way’ originates from 
his involvement in the DIY punk 
scene. He has applied this attitude 
to a diverse range of fields from 
starting his own record label, 
founding a collectively run all ages 
arts centre in Dublin and standing 
as an independent candidate in 
the 2011 Irish general election. 
www.dylanhaskins.ie

Niamh 
Shaw
Performer. 

Scientist. 
Engineer. 

Niamh regularly 
contributes popular science/tech 
related topics to national radio 
and TV and recently spoke at  
TCD Space Expo 2013, Curious 
Tales with Dara O’Briain (Festival 
of Curiosity) and Wonderlust 
(Body & Soul Festival).  She 
co-founded the science art 
collaboration TATSOI and for 
ANU she devised and performed 
in productions where she 
inconspicuously nested a sensor 
control system to spontaneously 
trigger media and light at  
specific sites within the piece.  
www.about.me/niamhshaw

Soilse  
Ryan

Explorer. 
Scientist. Wonderer.  

Soilse is nearly 10 years old. He 
has a keen interest in the world 
around him, particularly in the 
natural world. Magic and science 
also feature highly in his world of 
discovery. Soilse has a special way 
of seeing the world. 

Maria 
Scordialos
Activist. 
Systems 

Theorist. 
Pattern 

Recogniser. 
Maria is co-founder of The 
Living Wholeness Institute 
based in Axladitsa Avatakia, 
a farm and home that hosts 
immersion learning in Pelion, 
Greece. She is also co-initiator 
of the Art of Hosting Meaningful 
Conversations, a practice that 
invites people to create new 
collective intelligence through 
generative dialogue.  Maria is 
passionate about citizen led 
democracy where people can be 
part of crafting their own lives by 
living their soul’s purpose.  
www.the-lwi.org

ANOTHER WORLD IS 
NOT ONLY POSSIBLE, 
SHE IS ON HER WAY.  
ON A QUIET DAY, I CAN 
HEAR HER BREATHING.  
—ARUNDHATI ROY

Rónán 
Ó Snodaigh

Musician. Poet. 
Solo Artist.  Rónán started  
writing poetry in his teens, selling 
his work on the streets of Dublin’s 
city centre where he also started 
his musical career, busking with 
a collective of young musicians, 
including Glen Hansard, Mic 
Christopher and Paddy Casey. As 
a singer songwriter and composer, 
Rónán has released multiple solo 
albums in both Irish and English, 
exploring other genres of music 
from blues to folk and rock.  
www.facebook.com/ronanosnodaigh

Musician



THE RITES OF PASSAGE  
MUSIC PROJECT

The Rites of Passage Music Project came 
to life in spring 2013 when The Trailblazery 
began its collaboration with the award-
winning choir from St. Brigid’s GNS in 
Killester. Choral director Eimear O’Grady 
visited St. Brigid’s to offer a soundscaping 
workshop with the choir and was 
blown away by their talent. Nina Hynes 
subsequently came on board, inspired 
by the idea of performing with 100 kids. 
The choir have since had the opportunity 
to participate in a number of workshops 
with Eimear, Nina and the musicians. 
Nina Hynes and the children’s choir will 
be performing at all three of the Rites of 
Passage events. 

The Trailblazery wish to thank Nina 
Hynes, music director and arranger 
Eimear O’Grady, choir teacher Laura 
Wickham and St. Brigid’s GNS, all of the 
musicians involved, and every one of  
these amazing kids for making this  
project so magical.

Ciara Cavanagh 
The Trailblazery  
Music Project Co-ordinator

Musicians
Music Director: Eimear O’Grady

Choir: St. Brigid’s GNS choir 
Choir teacher: Laura Wickham

Piano: Catherine Fitzgerald, Drums: Brian Walsh 
Guitar: Enda Bates and Shane Latimer 
Bass: Colin J Morris. Trumpet: Donagh Molloy 
Clarinet: Deirdre O’Leary. Percussion: Valerie Francis 
Violins: Ena Brennan, Naoise Dack 
Viola: Aoife Loy. Cello: Matthew Rafter

Nina  
Hynes

Singer-Songwriter. 
Sonic Enchantress. Nina has 
been writing songs since she was 
eight years old. At an early age 
she toured with experimental 
composers Hector Zazou 
and Brian Eno collaborator 
Harold Budd. Nina continued 
touring across America and 
Europe supporting Roxy Music, 
Terry Callier, Smog, Stereolab, 
Cat Power, Julee Cruise, 
David Gray, Glen Hansard and 
Damien Rice. Jane Birkin  
covered one of Nina’s songs on 
one of Hector Zazou’s last  
albums, Strong Currents. With  
a diploma in sound engineering 
and music technology, Nina has 
released four albums: Creation 
(1999), Staros (2002), Really 
Really Do (2007) and Dancing 
Suns Goldmine (2012), along 
with various EPs. She lives in 
Berlin with a fellow Dancing Sun 
and their daughter. Nina loves 
Christmas songs and cooking.  
I have learned that I need to share 
my music. I need to feel that others 
can relate and dream to it like I do. 
http://ninahynes.bandcamp.com

This project was made possible by 
many generous and supportive hands 
and hearts. In particular we would like 
to thank: Róise Goan and all the amazing 
staff, volunteers and production crew at 
the Dublin Fringe Festival; our 171 Fund it 
Campaign backers; the Dublin City of 
Words fund, a partnership project run  
by Dublin UNESCO City of Literature  
and Fáilte Ireland; Trinity College Dublin;  
The Pepper Canister Church;  St. Brigid’s 
School Killester; Eimear O’Grady, 
Nina Hynes; Olenka Hand; Gavin 
Fitzgerald; Denise Rushe; Ciara Ryan  
and all our speakers and performers.

Brochure Design: Orlagh O’Brien 
Illustrations: Eimear McNally and  
Emily Robyn Archer  
Cover image: Brendan Canty 

Contact Us: 
Email: thetrailblazery@gmail.com 
Twitter: @trailblazery 
www.facebook.com/TheTrailblazery 
www.thetrailblazery.com

GRATITUDE & CREDITS



THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FUNDIT SUPPORTERS!

Aideen Macken, Aifric Boylan, 
Aisling  Molony, Alacoque Meehan,  
Ali Curran, Andrew Hyland, Anne Clarke, 
Anne Gannon, Annie Ryan, Avril Stanley, 
Brenda Byrne, Bryan Patten, 
Caoimhe McMahon, Caroline Casey, 
Catherine Drea, Catherine Humphreys, 
Catherine Madden, Cathy Pearson, 
Charlie Ryder, Chris Gordon, 
Christine Hadekel, Christine Monk,  
Ciara O’Connor, Claire Faithorn, 
Clare Robertson, Clodagh O’Reilly, 
Colm Fitzgerald, Colm O’Callaghan, 
Colm O’Gorman, Colum Stapleton, 
Conway Communications, 
Coralie Mureau, Damian Sweeney, 
Dara Hogan, Dara Stanley, 
Darragh Doyle, David Dunn, 
David Keegan, Declan Tarpey, 
Dee Kavanagh, Deirdre Mullins, 

Deirdre Tunney, Denis Clohessy, 
Denise Rushe, Dolores Whelan, 
Drop Everything, Dylan Tighe, 
Elaine Byrne, Elaine McGrath, 
Elaine Sisson, Eleanor Methven, 
Ellen Byrne, Emer Butler, Emily Archer, 
Emma Hannon, Finian Murphy, 
Fiona Kearney, Gabrielle Dempsey, 
Geraldine  Mulvany, Glamo Frowney, 
Grace Dyas, Grace Walsh, Gráinne Carley, 
Greg Walsh, Heather Bourke, 
Henrikajansson Tonder, Hollie Kearns, 
Irene Steffens, Ita Harnett, James Kelly, 
James Riordan, Jean Callanan, 
Joanne Crean, John The Angel Funder, 
Kasia Murphy, Kathryn Robinson, 
Kate Heffernan, Katie Dinneen,  
Katie Guinnane, Katie Holly, 
Katie Roche, Katie Sanderson, 

Lara Campbell, Le Cool Dublin, 
Liliane Sakamoto, Lisa Fitzsimons, 
Louis Crowe, Louise Horgan, 
Louise Lewis, Louise O’Reilly, 
Louise Riordan, Lucy White, 
Luna Dolezal, Lydia Kiernan, 
Lynda Stopford, Maedhbh McCullagh, 
Maeve Houlihan, Magdalena Supernat, 
Maggie McKeever, Manchán Magan, 
Margie Lewis, Mari Kennedy, 
Maria Parodi, Marianne Elliott, 
Mark Cullen, Mary Kate O’Flanagan, 
Maura Mulvey, Michael Lavelle, 
Michelle Darmody, Mick McEvoy, 
Miren Maialen, Myra Daly, Naoise Nunn, 
Niamh Gallagher, Oonagh Kearney, 
Orla Vaughan, Orlagh O’Brien, 
Pamela Fay, Patrick Groenland, 
Paul Fahy, Pauline Sargent,  
Peter O’Brien, Phelim Quinn,  

Philip Flynn, Philomena Byrne, 
Rachel Henderson, Rhona O’Connor,  
Roise Goan, Rosie Lynch, 
Ruairí McKiernan, Ruth Le Gear, 
Samuel Bishop, Sandra Nolan,  
Sarah Clancy, Sarah Loughman,  
Sarah Vanden Broeck, Sharon Murphy, 
Sheena Matheiken, Sheila Gallagher, 
Simon Hunt, Sinead McKenna, 
Siobhán O’Sullivan, Slí An Chroí, 
Stephanie Santagada Wells,  
Susan Quirke, Tanya Hession, 
Tara Finglas, Tara Mcgowan, 
The Yoga Shala, Tim Reid, Tom Creed, 
Tom Lyons, Treacy O’Connor, 
Triona Lillis, Triona Stack, Una Keane, 
Una Mullally, Valerie Bistany, 
Valerie Ringrose Fitzsimons, 
Veronica Dyas, Victoria McCormack, 
Willie White, Yvonne Judge.
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